
I-IistOric Water agreement just the
Tough task: The foundation for a

lag more water from C~lifornia" mis~ed.
solution ".kS laid  but.the war could resume.., d .d

Such projects have bee~ tabooit’s difficult to o~erstate Thurs-BY gGOTTTHU~ That solution ~ expected I~ be for about two decades ~ environ-day’s achievement. Gov. Pete Wil-~r,~r~.~,St~.W~..~i "deve|oped Over the next three mentalists prevented eonstruc-son shared a very crowded podi-
SACRAMENTO -- For all of

importance, Thursday.’s historicextraordinary measures to helptil ecological conditions
plan to bet .t~r protdct the Sacra-’the delta’s 120 species of wildlife,prowd. Now, tlmre’s
me.r~>-San Joailu|n Ri~w Delta ismany of which "have been ray-help fish and wildllfe. And in the Protection Agency head Carolmore a beginning than an er~d. aged by decades of’divertlng.wa-glow of that sgr~ment, no one. Browner. Equa|ly as stqnning,

In the short.vun~ thot~mds of
farmers and 20 million Ca]ifor. ’to farms and citles. "’, "Everything is’on the table farmemstood beside Los Angeles’nJans who rely on delta: water Two species of fi~bhave to figure out how tb "shoe ter-run Chinook salmon
~ pain of improving c~ndltions .Sacramento River and the delta Wayne White, head of the U.S. Wi~mt at
for fish and wildlife. " smelt

But in the long run, goverrt- .Federal wild|i~e officials Thurs-~raento office, ti~iaa p’esce ~ccord, and as re-
ment officials, ehvlronmeatalisiaday. postponed designating as ’,. Everything?. In.eluding .’new omtly as a year ago, suchabroad
and water u.sers face eve, more.threatened a third species ~- the dbxns and canals? "Absolutely. ~greement on the delta seemed
difficult choi .c~.’:..~:: hahn ~n g
vtronnie.h~al "n~l~;ti:~.~.row’mg .some biologists think up to a doz- ’ e~hoed’~arry Nelson of the Save "I would say it’s astonishing,"
d~man~ for water~; :.’,.;.; -.~o en additional species m~iy~, m,e.ritSan Franci, sco

If the autho~ of ~~’~" special protection. Envi.’ron~ien- White ev.en floated the two EPA’s San Francisco office.
accord can ~engttten .th~r"~t~-w- ’t~ists also plan to seek additionalmost emotio’nally charged "words" The delicately crafted c0mpro-
found.~ mutual trust, "th~. can ,wa~er for the San Joaquin River,in California v~ater politics
shatte~ political gridlo~l~.~ pro- which has been reduced to
mbte the con~tr~ction of:C~tifor-
nl~’s first new;~a,a~ a,d reset-

But having sgree~ Thu~day tosuck water out of the del~a.votrs in about 20 year~. If they ¯
cede as much as 30 percent ofother p~ect likely to resu~f~,e isare considered [mrt|cularly vul.can’t, the water wars, lawsuits their water supplies in very dry

a ~arge reservoir near Los Bafios,r~erable.a~d .nmae-~.)Hng will resume.
"this is K0t.the ~ohr~lOit.’to the years, farmers and cities havewhich would hold water taken This plan succeeded where oth-

delta’s" p~. |e~s," "e~.l~i:’.St~ve their own ideas for fixing the dubfrom tl~e delta in very wet years,era failed for three key reasons:
Hall, executiv~ director 5~’t[~h As. ta. One n’oti(m Includes withdraw-whe~ it presumably would not beFirst, federal wiMlife officials ac-
¯ociation oi~ Caltfornl~ Water

’ ThLs is the foundation tm’~vhich
a ~lu.tlon can be bulR."
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WHAT THE PACT DOES
copied .& r~ore flexible regime in
which pumping from �he delta Il Cent~r~ on water quality standards for San Fravedsco Ba~’sr~the

SaWn Joaquin River Oe~ta~ More fresh water.~ be alk~v~dwill be adjusted monthly, rather to flow t~rou~ me de~ holding down saltwater Intrusl= " ""th~n once a year.
Second,theywer~willing al. ¯ Pro¢~ morn ~ =up~lte~ for oitles a~d fame, even

low more wa~,e.r to be diverted in will get ~omewhat. less waist. If more wate¢ is needed for awiy emfar~
normal and wet years, in ex- , Gored specJ~, it wi~ be ~rchased .W O~e federal govemr~ ~t from wa.
change for even ~ou~er pumpin~ ~" usem wiling to
limits in dr7 yeare. Fish and wild. ¯ I1 Means fed~al ar~f state offices wil| joirdly make environ~
life suffered a~.’uCel¥ in the early sio~s in t~e doffs, .w~ tt~ ov~aJl ecology in mind, ’ :
years of =he recent; drou~hl~ when ¯ I~ovtdes for elo~ ~llna~n ~f the federal on¢l state ~, ~erworkslarge:sc~.~ l:~umptn~ continued t~t a~ert water f~om ~ dora. \    ¯even as the a,~lotll~, o~ wM,~r mov-
ing t.hrouSh t~e del~a declined. ¯ Calls fo~ gteal~ _e¢~. oomental ~, su~ as Installati~ of fish

Thtrd, federal officials ~reed scree~s o~ water divecsk~ pi~es along th~ ~acmme~to ~ ~tan .Jo~-
t~ they would not: impose sU-ict- quln ~, .without inr, rsasing t~e costs of watt.
er pumptn~ limits In the next sa~.~~m ¯
three :~ear~, .even if additional
fish are sdded..to the .endangered-
species ~

"Sxstc=~, wl~t we’re
t~ a deal’s & deal," Babbit~ s~id, ~eir water in dr~ yea~. In urban
"We’ve m~de ~ deal, ~md |t 1~ aze~s, ~ L~.psc~ should be far
mn~s out ~ere ~re additiorud re. le~ severe -- about £6 percent
quiremen~s’ofanyktnd, it’llbeup redud3ons, under the wors~
to the United Sf.s~’~nd the fed. curnst=xces.
era1 ~gencies to find t~he wxter." " .S~reement. on e~ch of these

Tha~ gave farmers and d~tes points, participants said, seemed
the assu4-azt~e they needed to =�- to.ereste an at.mosphe~ of Lmsc
cept large cuts,in water, deliver-th~ led to addit:lonxl
ies. I~ .the ~uthern San JOm:lUinD’ltLmatel¥, th~ produ=~l Thurs-
Valley,. where the agreement will dw’s’his~dc sgreemen~    .
have its biggest bite, farmers "It ~us~ kept gettin~ bi~er,"
~uld lo~e up. to T~ percent ofsaid Marcus, thegPA official.
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